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Pablo Picasso Bust of a Woman (Dora Maar), 1938 oil on canvas Hirshhorn Museum and 

Sculpture Garden, Gift of Joseph H. Hirshhorn, 1966 © Picasso Estate / SODRAC (2016) 
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One of the most influential and prolific artists of the twentieth century, Pablo Picasso is 

known for the revolutionary creation of the collage technique and Cubism—and his ladies 

man ways. 

This summer, the Vancouver Art Gallery’s exhibition, Picasso: The Artist and His Muses 

(June 11 to October 2), traces the artist's stylistic evolution influenced by his six long-term 

relationships with muses Fernande Olivier, Olga Khokhlova, Marie-Thérèse Walter, Dora 

Maar, Françoise Gilot and Jacqueline Roque. Here, we introduce the loves of Picasso's life. —

Laura Busby 



 

 Pablo Picasso Femme Assise, 1947 oil on canvas Yale University Art Gallery, Katherine 

Ordway Collection © Picasso Estate/SODRAC (2016) 

Fernande Olivier: While Picasso was in his moody blue period, he met Fernande in the 

Montmartre neighbourhood of Paris in 1904 and early into their seven-year relationship, the 

artist shifted into his vibrant rose period. Together they lived a bohemian lifestyle in a small 

studio with no heat or water which didn’t seem to bother Picasso much, according to 

Fernande—the artist was too busy painting! After the relationship ended Picasso offered her 

financial support in exchange for her not publically divulging details about their time 

together. 

http://www.tate.org.uk/art/artworks/picasso-head-of-a-woman-fernande-l01712


 

 Pablo Picasso Femme couchée lisant, 1939 oil on canvas Musée Picasso, Paris © Picasso 

Estate/SODRAC (2016) Image: © RMN-Grand Palais / Art Resource, NY Photo: J.G. Berizzi 

Olga Khoklova: In 1917 and at the age of 26, Russian-born ballerina Olga meets Picasso in 

Rome. A year later the couple marry in Paris making Olga wife number one and mother of his 

first child, Paulo. Picasso begins to paint mother and child imagery shifting away from his 

Cubist style and explores more classical representations alluding to sculptures from antiquity. 

The couple separated in 1935 but did not divorce: Picasso refused to divide his property 

evenly with Olga. 



 

Pablo Picasso Female bather with raised arms, 1929 oil on canvas Collection of Phoenix Art 

Museum, Gift of the Allen-Bradley Company of Milwaukee © Picasso Estate/SODRAC 

(2016) 

Marie-Thérèse Walter: In the winter of 1927, Marie-Thérèse was a teenager when she met 

46-year-old Picasso in the Parisian department store Galeries Lafayette. He told her that she 

had an interesting face and followed up with a great one liner ,“I am Picasso,” which turned 

out to be a very successful pick-up line because they began an eight-year long affair which 

resulted in some very erotic paintings and his second child, a daughter named Maya.  



 

Pablo Picasso Weeping Woman, 1937 etching, drypoint, engraving, and aquatint on laid paper 

National Gallery of Canada, Ottawa © Picasso Estate/SODRAC (2016) 

Dora Maar: Young and confident Surrealist photographer, Dora met Picasso in 1935. During 

their affair which began in 1936, Picasso created some of his most powerful and symbolic 

paintings in response to the war including Guernica. Dora’s fiery personality was great 

inspiration for many of Picasso’s preparatory sketches for Guernica, meanwhile she 

photographed the painting throughout its various stages of completion.  

http://www.museoreinasofia.es/en/collection/artwork/guernica


 

Pablo Picasso Femme au collier jaune, May 31, 1946 oil on canvas Private Collection © 

Picasso Estate/SODRAC (2016) Photo: Patrick Goetelen 

Françoise Gilot: Out of the six muses covered in the exhibition, Françoise was the only 

woman to leave the artist, rather than being discarded by him. She also apparently fanned the 

flames of Picasso’s jealousy when his frenemy, Henri Matisse stated that he insisted on 

painting Françoise like a flower with green hair, resulting in Picasso’s response declaring that 

he could paint her better as a flower. They spent ten turbulent years together following World 

War II and had two children, Claude and Paloma.  

http://www.vogue.com/865350/life-after-picasso-franoise-gilot/


 

 Pablo Picasso Nu assis dans un fauteuil (II), 1963 oil on canvas Private collection, Courtesy 

of Halcyon Gallery © Picasso Estate/SODRAC (2016) 

Jacqueline Roque: The artist’s longest relationship is with wife number two, Jaqueline. They 

meet at a ceramics studio in 1953 when she was 26 years old while he was 72. The couple 

marry in 1961 and Picasso adopts Jaqueline’s daughter from a previous relationship. He 

produced more portraits of his second wife than any of his other muses and his painting style 

varies during their marriage including revisiting his earlier Cubist practice.  

Picasso: The Artist and His Muses available June 11 – October 2, 2016 

750 Hornby Street, Vancouver 

Open daily 10am – 5pm 

Adult admission $24 Student $18 

Tuesday evenings by donation 5pm – 10pm 
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http://www.museopicassomalaga.org/en/olga-khokhlova-with-a-mantilla

