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Bust of a Woman and Femme au collier jaune, by Pablo Picasso, both oil on canvas. (© 

Picasso Estate / SODRAC (2016) Left photo: Patrick Goetelen, Right: Cathy Carver)  

the stories of six women who each had a long-lasting relationship with the artist, and displays 

the art that they inspired. 

"You can really see how when Picasso was in love with someone he really created very 

special art," curator Katharina Beisiegel told The Early Edition's Margaret Gallagher. 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/cbc-news-online-news-staff-list-1.1294364
http://www.cbc.ca/earlyedition


 

Curator Katharina Beisiegel stands in front of the painting Nu assis dans un fauteuil by Pablo 

Picasso. (Margaret Gallagher/CBC) 

"We really wanted to tell the stories behind the portraits and put the focus on the women." 

Beisiegel said there have been numerous exhibitions that have told the story of one particular 

women in Picasso's life, but this is the first time an exhibition has put the spotlight on several 

women. 

The exhibition, which opened to the public June 11 and runs until October 2, features over 60 

works, including paintings, works on paper and sculptures. 

Picasso's difficult temperament 

The women in the series include Fernande Olivier, a model who posed with many artists, who 

Beisiegel said was Picasso's "first great love," surrealist photographer Dora Maar, art student 

and painter Françoise Gilot who gave birth to two of his children, and others. 



 

Femme couchée lisant, 1939, oil on canvas. This subject in this piece is Picasso's last wife 

Jacqueline Roque. (© Picasso Estate/SODRAC (2016) Image: © RMN-Grand Palais / Art 

Resource, NY Photo: J.G. Berizzi) 

Beisiegel believes that it must have been difficult for the women to live with Picasso, but said 

"they liked the idea of being part of the [art] canon by being his muse." 

"There are of course lots of stories about Picasso's temperament, and it couldn't have been 

easy to live with him," she said. 

"They had this great admiration for the artist. These women, they're so different, but what 

really unites them is that they were truly in love with Picasso." 



 

Claude et Paloma, 1950, oil and ripolin on panel. According to the Vancouver Art Gallery, 

this piece captures a period of family life when Picasso was in a relationship with Françoise 

Gilot, who gave birth to his two children. (© Picasso Estate/SODRAC (2016) Photo: Trevor 

Mills, Vancouver Art Gallery) 

Also in the series is his last wife Jacqueline Roque, who Beisiegel said was extremely 

supportive of Picasso's art and was the primary subjects of his works for two decades. 

"She kept family and friends at bay at times if it was necessary. She loved him with all her 

heart, and she was the one who made sure his legacy was kept alive and took on the herculean 

task of dealing with his estate after he passed away." 

Source 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/picasso-art-muses-women-1.3630182 

 


